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BIOKID: A leaflet for kids

The idea: 

Acquaintance with the wild fauna of local 
ecosystems will give the opportunity to make a 
virtual journey in different parts of the ecosystems 
knowing the way of life of animals as well as their 
constant effort survival.



Menoikio
mountain
peak: 1,963 m

A characteristic 
ecosystem, one of 
the most important 
mountainous areas 
of eastern 
Macedonia with rich 
fauna and flora 



Among the mammals that live in 
Mount Menoikio is a population of 
about 100 wild horses. These 
appeared on the mountain in the 
‘50s after being abandoned by the 
farmers of the villages located at the 
bottom of the mountain.



Why these horses 
were abandoned and 
how they survive? 

The various types of engines and motor 
vehicles removed from horses the 
importance they originally had for 
farmers (as  means of transporting 
people and loads and as a driving force 
for towing vehicles and plowing heavy 
soils). Motors eventually displaced 
horses completely from agricultural 
activities. 

So, their owners let them free!!! 
Returning to their natural environment, 
a rewilding process started. They are 
now of the natural ecosystms in 
Menoikio and gallop freely on its slopes 
and valleys.



What we know of 
those horses?

Navigating Menoikio
mountain is challenging. 

Approaching wild horses is 
difficult since their long-term 
removal from humans has 
activated their wild instinct so 
they disappear galloping in 
every human presence. 

We study those horse to 
maintain the balance 
between biodiversity and 
agriculture in the areas to 
identify a holistic 
management approach.



We will get to know those horses through 
the tracking of two females who, as the 
leaders of the two herds that exist in 
Menoikio, manage to lead their team 
members to their constant struggle for 
survival against predators.



Two female leaders with gps will be providing virtual views of daily activities 
of those horses



It is remarkable and unique the way the 
wild horses move and interact in the 
ecosystem of Menoikio with their 
competitors in grazing



We take a close look at their eating 
habits day and night, their social 
interactions and segregation.



The horses compete with 
cows in all available food 

resources in the ecosystem 
but also in seeking shelter 
during extreme weather 

conditions. 



Step 1

• Observe horses in their 
natural ecosystem

Step 3

• Assess food availability

Step 4

• Assess interactions with 
other species

Step 5

• Educate people about the 
need to protect and 
preserve these wild horse 
populations 

Step 2

• monitor their daily 
activities

Actions 



BIOKID

simple, easy, 
interactive 
dissemination 
of project 
results



Thank you


